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Introduction 
 
Hello, Welcome to the MPMSVPA Band Program! My name is Daniel 
Ford and I am no less than thrilled to be working with the students 
again here in Mt Pleasant. 
 
In the past few years the band program here has seen resurgence, 
and I believe last year was a great starting point to building a 
successful program. We gave many performances last year and had 
many students go above and beyond in their musical education. This 
class is what your student makes it and I will provide a list of these 
extra events later in this packet.  
 
As a band we will be giving 4 concerts again this year for 7th and 8th 
grade and two at school concerts for 6th grade. We will have the 
opportunity to perform with almost all of the other focus class 
students!  
 
Students and Parents should read the information in this packet 
carefully and may even want to keep parts of this in their band 
binder. It will have useful information on concert dates, concert 
dress, grading, and other opportunities this class will offer. 
 
I want to say one more time that I am very exited about this year. 
New or returning parents feel free to contact me by phone or email 
if you have any questions not answered in this handbook, thoughts, 
or concerns. I will always inform your students as well about any 
upcoming events in class.  
 
Daniel Ford 
Mt Pleasant Middle School of The Visual and Performing Arts 
Director of Bands 
931-379-1100 ext. 5167 
dford@mauryk12.org 
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Band Classes  
 
Advanced Band (8th Grade) 
 
This is the top-performing ensemble at the school. All students new 
or returning will be challenged in this class. New students will be 
expected to learn at a faster pass than if they had joined earlier. This 
should not be a problem, as they will be surrounded by a 
hardworking group of experienced students. These students will be 
expected to perform at home football games and basketball games 
(unless they are playing in the game) and will have the opportunity 
to participate in the Maury County Solo and Ensemble Festival, 
audition for the All Mid-State Honor Band, and perform with the 
Maury County Middle School Honor Band if selected by Mr. Ford. 
These students will also participate in four concerts throughout the 
school year. These students will use Successful Habits of a Middle 
School Musician as their text, the school owns a class set but it will 
be discussed how to purchase a personal copy later in the handbook. 
 
Intermediate Band (7th Grade) 
 
This is the emerging performing ensemble at the school. These 
students will begin to perform independent parts in harmony with 
each other.  The second year is vital to the long-term success of an 
instrumental musician. All students in this class will be challenged 
to begin learning music beneath the surface level. The new students 
in this class will be expected to get up to speed quickly, but the other 
students in the class will help them along the way. These students 
will have the opportunity to perform 4 concerts this year, will be 
invited to play at home football and basketball games (unless they 
are playing in the game), participate in the Maury County Solo and 
Ensemble Festival, audition for the All Mid-State Honor Band, and 
perform with the Maury County Middle School Honor Band if 
selected by Mr. Ford. These students will use Successful Habits of a 
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Middle School Musician as their text, the school owns a class set but 
it will be discussed how to purchase a personal copy later in the 
handbook.  
 
Beginning Band 6th Grade 
 
While I have beginners at all levels of the program this is the only 
class where there exist a unique opportunity to have all students as 
beginners. This class will be exciting and challenging to all students. 
We will spend a large amount of the beginning of the course 
learning to read music better, learning about band instruments, and 
of course the most exciting part picking an instrument! The students 
in this class will initially have the choice of 4 instruments flute, 
clarinet, trumpet, and trombone. Please refer to the instrument 
transfer portion of this packet as to what student’s options can be 
down later in the year. Percussionists will be picked based on first 
quarter grades (Honor Roll required) and percussion students 
cannot have a referral from any teacher.  These students will have 
two at school concerts both in the spring, one at home performance 
in December, and will have the opportunity to participate in the 
Maury County Solo and Ensemble Festival in March. The students 
will use Essential Elements 2000 as their text, the school owns a class 
set but it will be discussed how to purchase a personal copy later in 
the handbook.  
 

Band Instrumentation and Instrument 
Transfers 
 
The first step of accountability in band is to have balanced 
instrumentation. This means we cannot have a band with out a 
balance of each instrument. We do not need equal numbers on all 
instruments but rather a balance. This will be explained to your 
student early on, and students will have a choice of what they would 



 6 

like to play and then work with Mr. Ford to find which of those 
choices might be the best choice. This is important to our success as 
a band program.  
 
For beginning members there will be limited choices (Flute, Clarinet, 
Trumpet, and Trombone). Students then may have a choice to 
switch later in the year based on these options. 
 

Clarinet to Saxophone 
Trumpet to French Horn 

Trombone to Baritone or Tuba 
 

Students and parents should remember that these switches might 
be based on the students who can rent or buy an instrument or who 
need to borrow school instruments. It will also be based on the 
student’s success level on these different instruments and on their 
first instrument. All of these instruments are vital to our success, we 
need great players on every part. 
 

Transportation to Rehearsals and 
Concerts 
 
After school rehearsals and concerts are important to the musical 
education of your student. What is equally as important is 100% 
attendance at all performances and rehearsals. The concert calendar 
is included at the end of this packet. These few dates WILL NOT 
change unless inclement weather causes one of them too. It is 
important that students who ride the bus home from school on a 
normal day have alternate transportation these few days during the 
school year. If there is a concern with any of these days please 
contact Mr. Ford as soon as possible. Arrangements have been made 
in the past and might be able to be made between other parents and 
school personal.  
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Inclement Weather  
 
If Maury County Public Schools is forced to use an inclement 
weather day on the day of a rehearsal or performance then it will be 
moved. In the worst-case scenario that no date can be found then it 
will not count against the student’s grade.  
 

Equipment Maintenance and Required 
Supplies  
 
This is the part of the handbook that should answer the most 
questions. All equipment necessary for band can be supplied by 
MPMSVPA. Instruments rented from the school should be cared for, 
as we have limited resources. This includes all instruments, books, 
and maintenance equipment. It is important that this equipment last 
longer than students time at the school. If a student breaks 
something due to negligence, i.e. dropping the instrument, the 
student’s family will be responsible for the repair. The easiest way 
to avoid this charge will be for your students to listen during the 
time instrument maintenance is discussed. Caring for an instrument 
is not difficult and I hope that we have another year where things 
are cared for as last year was. This also extends to students books, 
cases, etc. There will be a recommended $10 donation for students 
borrowing instruments from the school. This charge will go towards 
the school purchasing more instruments for more students to use. 
There is a form included in this packet if students choose to take this 
route. 
 
All students must have an instrument to use and there is one more 
option. Huegley’s music in Columbia provides instrument rent to 
own options. Usually the price is $25-$40 for the first 3 months and 
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then that price changes to monthly. There will be a flyer sent home 
that explains their hours and restrictions. Requires someone to have 
a driver’s license and credit card. This can be a great option, as most 
students will take ownership and responsibility for their 
instrument. It can be a wonderful way to teach this to your child.  
 
All students must have a dark colored three-ring notebook to keep 
their music in, sheet protectors will be provided by the school. 
Clarinet and Saxophone players will need reeds and cork grease to 
play their instruments, and this can be provided by the school or 
purchased at Huegleys. Trumpet, French Horn, Baritone, and Tuba 
players will need valve oil and can be provided by the school. 
Percussionist can purchase sticks through a variety of different 
options. Sticks purchased should be Innovative Percussion IP-LD 
and can either be provided by the school or purchased through 
many retailers online. 
 
Again all supplies can be attained through the school if needed but it 
does help our budget when students rent their own instruments and 
purchase equipment. Mr. Ford can provide a list of credible 
instrument brands. 
 
 

Concert Attendance Policy 
 
As stated earlier after school concerts are essential to the music 
education process. All 4 at school concerts are mandatory if students 
are performing. This counts as 20% of your student’s grade during 
each quarter. These are like tests in other classes.  This grade is 
determined by attendance, punctuality, dress, effort, and behavior at 
concert.  
 



 9 

As all of us know emergencies do happen. Emergencies include 
death or Hospitalization or immediate family or a student with a 
serious illness. If a student is too sick to come to school the day of a 
concert Mrs. Pride will determine whether the student is able to 
perform that evening. 
 
The director will handle any other excused abscesses. If there is a 
genuine conflict with a performance the parent or guardian should 
write or call the director at least a week in advanced. The concert 
calendar is included in this packet. If a student has religious 
commitments, weddings in the family, etc. please contact Mr. Ford as 
soon as possible. These will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
Students missing with an excused absence will be given an alternate 
assignment to be completed outside of school.  
 
Performance groups are the ultimate team sport and every member 
is important to a quality performance.  
 

Concert Dress 
 
We are a team, it is important that we present that during concert. It 
is the first impression you make on an audience. We are not only 
representing ourselves, but also the school and community. 
Students breaking the above dress code will lose points on their 
grade. All items can be borrowed from MPMSVPA. 
 
We will be purchasing band polos this year the cost will be $15. If 
this is too much to pay please talk with Mr. Ford privately. These 
polos will be worn at every event. Students will be expected to wear 
a pair of blue jeans with in the school dress code (NO HOLES). 
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Honor Band Performances and Auditions  
 
There are two opportunities for honor band performances for 7th 
and 8th grade students. The first is The All-MidState Honor Band 
hosted by the Middle Tennessee School Band and Orchestra 
Association. This is an audition only group and auditions will be at 
Antioch High School in Nashville on Saturday in November 19th. The 
parent must provide transportation to the audition. If the student is 
selected for this group they will be invited to the All-MidState 
weekend on January 19th-21st in Murfreesboro. This will be 
discussed more during the year. There is a $10 fee to audition for 
this group. If a student wishes to audtion they should speak with Mr. 
Ford to set up extra tutoring before or after school. 
 
If a student auditions for the All-MidState band they automatically 
qualify for the All Maury County Middle School Honor Band. This 
event was new last year and was an incredible success. This event 
will be held at SHMS, on a  February 2nd and 3rd . If a student does 
not audition for MidState the director may still consider them for 
this group.  
 
 

Band Grading System 
 
Band at MPMSVPA is a graded class. The breakdown of the grade is 
between four different: Weekly Playing Quizzes, Concert 
Attendance, Listening Assignments, and Class Preparedness.  
 
20%- Concert Attendance 
25%- Weekly Playing Quizzes 
20%- Listening Assignments 
35%- Class Preparedness  
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Concert Attendance- Discussed earlier in the Concert Attendance 
Policy section. This grade is determined by attendance, punctuality, 
dress, effort, and behavior at concert. These are similar to test in 
other classes. For 6th grade the at home performance will count as 
their second quarter grade in this category.  
 
Weekly Playing Quizzes- Weekly playing quizzes will be held in all 
classes. These will sometimes be done in front of the class, alone or 
with others, or recording on devices in the classroom.  
 
Listening Assignments- Listening assignments will be done via One 
Note. These lessons are important to understanding how band fits 
into the history of music. 
 
Class Preparedness- The easiest grade a student receives. Each day 
during class it will be checked to see if a student has four items their 
instrument (in playable condition), their binder, book, and a pencil. 
If a student is missing any of this equipment they will be docked one 
point per item each day. If a student forgets their instrument they 
will be given an alternate assignment and may lose their chair 
placement in the ensemble.  
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 Ways to get an A+ in Band!!! 
It’s really this easy! 

 
* Have a positive attitude towards the teacher and classmates! 
* Have an open mind to what the director is asking you to do! 
* Practice your music at home, before school, or after school! 
* Be a thoughtful, critical listener! 
* Set realistic goals for yourself and strive to achieve them! 
* Conduct yourself in a polite and respectful manner! 
* Be at school everyday! 
* Offer to help the director when you notice things need to be done 
in the band room! 
 
The above are the expectations of all students; these will only 
enhance your grade but will ultimately decide the tone of the year! 
Let’s make it a great one! 
 
One final note on grading 
 
Music is a basic human need and essential to the development and 
education or your child, we must take this endeavor seriously. 
Although grading policies are needed to set standards for student 
learning and achievement, it is unfortunate that they are called for 
at all. Above all else, music should be a source of enjoyment and 
inspiration. If you, along with your student take your involvement 
with this band program seriously, the fun will happen naturally. And 
good grades will occur without difficulty.  
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Where to Purchase Supplies 
 
 
The school owns full copies of both textbooks but if a student wishes 
to purchase their own they can here 
 
7th and 8th Graders can purchase their textbooks Successful Habits of 
a Middle School Musician on www.giamusic.com. 6th grade students 
can purchase their textbook Essential Elements 2000 either at 
Huegleys music store or online at www.wwbw.com. It is important 
that the student purchases the correct book for their instrument. 
 
All other supplies including instruments can be purchased at 
Huegley’s Music Store in Columbia. Please consult with Mr. Ford 
before purchasing an instrument as he can give you good brand 
recommendations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/
http://www.wwbw.com/
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Band Performance Schedule  
 
All Highlighted Events are Mandatory  
 
 August 24th Football Game vs Waynesboro 7th and 8th Grade 
MPHS Football Field Arrive at 5:45 over at 8 students can stay after school with a note 
 
August 31st Football Game vs Loretto 7th and 8th Grade  
MPHS Football Field Arrive at 5:45 over at 8 students can stay after school with a note 
 
September 12 Football Game vs Grace Christian 7th and 8th Grade 
MPHS Football Field Arrive at 5:45 over at 8 students can stay after school with a note 
 
September 21st Football Game vs Summertown 7th and 8th Grade 
MPHS Football Field Arrive at 5:45 over at 8 students can stay after school with a note 
 
October 24 Band and Drama Class Performance 7th and 8th Grade  
MPMSVPA Auditorium students arrive at 6:30 $5 for adults $2 for children/students 
 
November 18 All-MidState Band Auditions 7th and 8th Grade 
Antioch High School, Nashville. Transportation provided by parents an 
 
November 28th After School Rehearsal for Christmas Concert 7th and 8th Grade 
MPMSVPA Auditorium 3:00-4:30 PM  
 
December 1st Band and Choir Holiday Concert 7th and 8th Grade  
MPMSVPA Auditorium students arrive at 6:30 $5 for adults $2 for children/students 
 
December 1st-8th Window for at home performance 6th Grade  
More info will be sent out closer to time 
 
February 1st and 2nd All Maury County Middle School Honor Band 7th and 8th Grade select students  
Spring Hill Middle School Transportation Provided on Friday morning  
 
March 2 Spring Band Concert 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade  
MPMSVPA Auditorium students arrive at 6:30 $5 for adults $2 for children/students 
 
Week of March 5th-9th MTSBOA Concert Performance Assessment 7th and 8th Grade 
During the day field trip to MTSU, parent chaperones needed 
 
March 17th or March 24th Solo and Ensemble Festival  
EA Cox Middle School Transportation provided by parents  
 
May 11 Band and Choir End of the Year Concert All Band Focus Students 
MPMSVPA Auditorium students arrive at 6:30 $5 for adults $2 for children/students 
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Letter of Understanding 
 
I, ________________________________, have read the 2017-18 MPMSVPA  
     Name of Parent/Gaurdian 

Band Handbook and understand that all highlighted performances 
are required as part of my students grade, furthermore I understand 
concert attendance policy, dress code, and rental policy. 
 
I, ______________________________, have read the 2017-18 MPMSVPA Band  
       Name of Student 

Handbook and understand that all highlighted performances are 
required as part of my grade, furthermore I understand concert 
attendance policy and dress code. 
             
 
 

_________________________________  ______ ______________________________ 
           Signature of Parent/Guardian              Signature of Student 
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Instrument Borrow Form 
 
I,_______________________________________, am checking-out a school-
owned instrument from Mount Pleasant Middle School. I understand 
that while this instrument is in my possession that any damage to 
the instrument due to abuse, neglect, or accident is mu 
responsibility. I agree to pay for any damages that occur to the 
instrument while it is checked out to me. A professional repairman 
will only make repairs, and Mr. Ford will decide where the 
instrument is to be repaired. Normal wear and tear is expected and 
is not included in this agreement. I further agree to replace any part 
of the instrument is lost or stolen while in my possession including 
the instrument, mouthpiece, neck strap, etc. 
 
Signature of Student ________________________________ 
 
Signature of Parent__________________________________ 
 
Signature of Director__________________________________ 
 
Grade in School _________________________________ 
 
Amount of $ enclosed _________________ 
 
For Director Only 
Date Checked Out________________ Date Checked In______________ 
Instrument _____________________________________ 
 
Serial Number____________________________________ 
 
Condition   Poor  Okay  Good  Great New 
 
Included Mouthpiece   Neck Strap   Ligature   Mouthpiece Case 


